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Diffarant typas of COVID-10 tast can datect tha presance of the
SARS-CoV-2 virus of the body's response ta infection. The probability of
a positive result varies with each test before and after symptoms appear,
PCR-based tests can detect small amounts of viral genetic material,
50 8 lest can be positive long after 8 person stops baing Infectious.
= Rapid antigen tosts detect the prasence of viral proteins and can
return positive results whon a person is most infectious.
= Antibody tests detect the body's Immune nosponse to the virus
and are not effective at the earliest phase of infection.

Exposuré  Symptom

10 viriss onsat
£ 95
2 antibody
2
.
] g™
= antibody
:
£
-2 -1 o 1 2 3 4 5 [

Tima from symptom onsat (weaks)

¢l (antigen) T} &4 (antibody) ¥+

antigen

(bacteria) special cell that

eats antigens

E cell {lymphocyte)
releasing antibodies

antigen ¥
Cetthes b that attack antigens

(virus) :"

2006 Encyclopadia Britannica, Inc.
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